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partment for advances made. I shall lose nothing by this
investment; and as to your advice not to lend any more
money, I acknowledge it to be good, and shall follow
it so far as I can and ought. But when the friend of half
my lifetime asks me to assist him, and when I have per-
fect confidence in his honor, what is to be done? Shall
I prove myself to be one of those persons who have
every quality desirable in friendship, except that they
invariably fail you at a pinch? I don't think I can do
that; but, luckily, I have fewer friends than most men,
and there are not a great many who can claim anything
of me on that score. As regards such cases as those of
Rogers and Gibson, my official position makes it neces-
sary that I should sometimes risk money in that way;
but I can assure you I exercise a great deal of discre-
tion in the responsibilities which I assume. I have not
been a year and a half in this office, without learning
to say "No" as peremptorily as most men.

I enclose a letter to Rogers, which you will please to
send in his direction, unless he has already deposited
funds for your draft and that of Mr. Cunard, I also
transmit the latter, which has been returned by Cunard,
and paid by me. If Mr. Rogers neglects to refund, he is
the meanest scoundrel that ever pretended to be a gen-
tleman; for without my interference and assistance, he
could have had no resource but starvation, or possibly a
Liverpool workhouse. If he refuses to pay, himself, the
fact of my aiding him, and of his extreme necessity at
the time, should be stated to his brother or nearest
relative, who, in the merest decency, cannot but pay
the amount But I still believe that he has a sense of
honor in him.

It seems to be a general opinion that the consular bill
will not pass. If it should, I shall (according to your
statement) be at least a good deal better off than when
I took the office. Reckoning O'Sullivan's three thousand
dollars, I shall have bagged about $15,000; and I shall